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MAY IT NEVER COME TO PASS. 

Mrs. Hannah Sharp, who is a candidate for 

eerdci- at I »es Moiuea, la., is reported to have 

iiie Phonograph u ^to politics and 

*"••. 1 automatic oral or ;s a campaign immoer 
May all the saints in heaven defend us! Mr«. 
Shai|ie is to be commended for her enterprise and 
ought to get the job. but by all the sacred bugs and 
beasts of ancient Israel, don't let it iret to the ears 
of Sam Jones or Dr. Parkhurst. They might take 
I notion to adopt the invention and bring the pho- 
nograph into direct conflict with the constitution. It 
is said that the la.ly politician has talked her poli- 
tical claims into a number of machines whieb she 
is lending to all the country sehoolhouses in her 
bailiwick that the people may gather together and 
hear what she has to say without her being pres- 
ent in person. Suppose Sam Jones, the Georgia 
blatherskite, and Dr. Parkhurst, the red-light num- 
ber, should conceive the idea of perpetuating their 
cheap vaudeville by such means. Think of the 



Time spent in prayer is wasted. 

• • • • 

Be true to yourself and you will he true to others 
• * • • • 

You cannot judge a man's eharaetor open the 
strength of his catechism. 
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Freethoughl has do forgiveness of sin but it pro- 
vides for its prevention. 

• • • • 

The Christian religion is bu( an incident in the 
development of the race but it forms an awful and 

interesting chapter. 

• • • • • 

True patriotism would place the well-being of 

the whole people far ■bove the impudent ultima of 

class and the selfish ambitions of political parties. 
The true statesman tries to make all men equal 

before the law, to accord like opportunities in the 

field of industry and insure to each the full usu- 
fruct of endeavor. 

• • » « 

One of our subscribers takes lis to task for our 
ieonoclasin and suggests that we lay down thfl 

ha mmer of Thor to fasten upon the Blade tame 

constructive work of reform. Fred bought, to- 
day, has too many so-called 'constructive advo- 
cates" who shrink from the pioneer work. The 
Made cannot assume the obligation of furnishing 

heavenly gfTl tor every false god it lays low, 

The Intellectual seas have \el to be cleared of num- 
erous pirates It is impossible to build I sound 
platform on a pie-cratc. 

• • • • • 

When rogues fall out, we an told, honest men 
may get their dues. During the past week, there 
have been recorded two riots in Chicago churches 
Oae of them, the papers say, took place in a Cath- 

olie ehureh and the other in a negro Methodist 
place of meeting. Both riots were unused by 
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tremenduoui hit. Suppose, for example, some of 
our Congressmen should take to this plan, they 
could talk into a register, retire to the refreshment 
room and sip creme-de-nientho, or something strong 
"cave the record in charge of a page, instruct the 
to press the button at the proper psychological 
lent, then have the 



i the 



'Re 



ird" t o 



the 



of 1 



stitiients and the latter would never know how it 
happened Those members of the United States 
Senate who do not take kindly t.. some of .Mr. Till- 
man's Briticisms could dictate their objections to a 
cylinder, take refuge in the cloak room while it is 
being reeled off and thank heaven for a disagree- 
able duty done. Such a system would prevent any 
interference by a right-hander being landed upon 
the source of the speech while it is being delivered. 

There are some things that might be deserving of 
perpetuation and there arc some that are not. If 
.Mrs. Sharps wins her light she can sit on her front 
porch and hear over again the sweet words that 
turned the trick, but if she Loses she will probably 
smash ever} record as things to avoid ill the fli- 



IS THE RELIGIOUS CRASH AT HAND? 

Laeh ta-istdiag Jay brings to light ai.'iti.nal 
evidence o! the decadence of ( 'hrisl ianity as a 
moral force, while the seven vials of the seven 
angels of the Apocalypse were but as sweet bene- 
dictions, compared with the moral p. agues that 
are deluging this nation at the hands of the pro- 
fessional sky pilots, in a large measure, the church 
people themselves, are to blame. They haw de- 
manded for their pulpits some sentimental a*e> 
tenee-tunier or a brazen blackguard. Usually these 
demands have been mot. The result is condition 

of disintegration, a gradual Callinig away of the 

cohesive forces that have so long held the ehureh 
together. Few men are fully qualified to act as 
pilot for the bark of humanity, to steer it over the 



ht have been different 

Nineteen centuries of 
^sing to end in an age of doubt accompan- 
.'1 cry for the oblivion of Nirvana. 

>t fail to be impressed by these porten- 
t he tunes, livery where black crime 
_ . ., jko of the clergy and murder lusts 
o iheTT*b'ioOu. The public prims are made a mass 
of pollution in the recording and chronicling of 
their misdeeds. At Las Animas, Colorado, Rev. 
VY. Gourley Connell, pastor of a near-by Presby- 
terian ehureh, K in jail and being guarded by de- 
puty sheriffs to protect him from Judge Lynch, 
to,- having violated the age of consent law of that 
state, lie waived an examination, thereby aeknwl- 
edging his guilt, and is held to the grand jury. 

From Peoria, 111., comet the sickening informa- 
tion, that one, Rev. George II. Simmons, pastor 
of the leuding Baptist church of that place, com- 
mitted suicide as an alternative to leaving the city 
in disgract because of the villainous double life 
he ha<l been leading. Upon the appraisement of 
bis estate being made, it was discovered that he 
had forged cheeks to the value of (4)0,000. He did 
not wait to be judged for his conduct, but took the 
iniative and shuffled out of the world with an un- 
savory record. 

Another instance recorded during the past week 



If it be true that the Czar Nicholas had put an 
army of spies on Gorky's trial, he might as well 
call them off aud save mileage and per diem. With 
his present companion Gorky will stand often 
enough to enable the American newspapers to keep 
Ruatia informed upon his movements. The papers 
will never let him get too far away until he gets 
aboard a returning vessel. One thing is sure, Gor- 
ky 'a movements will scarcely lead him to Wash- 
ington, though the inclinations of many who reside 
there are not to be too over-careful concerning the 
character of the company they keep. Americans 
may admire Gorky's genius, but there are things a 
genius cannot do and retain public admiration. 
Gorky 's views upon the question of sex, the sanc- 
tity of the marriage relation, and other conven- 
iens that are hedged about society, are not popu- 
lar in this country, and men will look at him ask- 
ance though they practice in secret what he is do- 
ing openly. 

Thus it is that Gorky 's mission has lost its pow- 
er to appeal. Public admiration for his genius will 
not lead to a condonation of his open defiance of 
decency. His ways may be distinctly Russian, but 
they are not American. In other words the force 
Of Gorky s mission here has spent out. His path 
is now a thorny one. He is all in. He might as 
well hire him a typewriter and go back to work at 
his trade. 

RIGHT THINKING. 

Could humanity be given the privilege of gazing 
upon a procession of the wrecks that have been 
ca u s ed in one life time by a cruel thought it would 
be appalled. No truer maxim was ever uttered by 
mortal man than that which says, "as a man thinks 
so is he." Thought seeds are plentiful enough, but 
the] must be well cultivated to keep down the 
lares. If one leaves a stab over here, a thrust over 
there, then give out some bitter irony, some mali- 
cious sarcasm, some jealous and revengeful 
thought, then daily trips of hate aud anger are 
made to and from the mind and unhappiness is 
bound to follow. 

Many a human life has been rilled with misery 
and wretchedness, depressed, despondent, aud 
borne down, by the uncharitable and wicked 
thoughts of others. .Many people take delight in 
scattering fear thoughts and failure follows them 

- vev the; go. The Christian^ while-striving - 
to shun paid 6n his own account, prentends to 
find happiness in the thought that the sceptic, 
though honest and sincere, will suffer eternal tor- 
In this he assumes to find a compensation 
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Rev. A. M. In graham, is suing him for divorce. 
At the hearing the wife testified that' her husband, 
man of God as he professed to be, told their little 
daughter that it was her Christian duty to plunge 
B sharp knife into the heart of a boarder' named 
W. P.. Hare, whom he suspected of being too inti- 
mate with his wife. If true, this preacher was too 
rUUeh ' f a coward to drive this serpent from his 
home, but would encourage his innocent daughter 
to murder. 

No wonder that Christianity is being brought 
into contempt ; no wonder that it utterly fails to 
exercise any influence upon the rational mind. The 
amaranthine flowers must fade. Under such cir- 
cumstances as those above related it was natural 
for such men to preach the doctrine of original 



MAXIM GORKY ON A THORNY PATH. 

(>h! Destiny, thy name is woman. 

It is difficult for one to imagine that the politi- 
cal salvation of a mighty nation has been o'crturn- 
ed at the hands of a woman. 

For cruel, false, yet fair Egypt's smiles. Mar.- 
Antony thought the world a bauble and now 
comes Maxim Gorky, the Russian revolutionary 
leader, whose mission to America was iu the in - 
terest of the political redemption of his country- 
men, contracting the pink tea habit, and taking a 
soubretle for a traveling companion. As tin' Blade 
Understands it, Maxim came to this country to 

and he was in a f air way to do it, 
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hile they might be willing to 
Gorky and the little Gorky's 
en the hard-working patriot 
is worthy of his hire, they arc not prepared to fin- 
ance i be Gorky establishment as it now exists in 



ergoes in this world. 
I happy. To him happiness 
dread of hell exists in his 
Is to him to halt and look 
A then determine that if he 
cannot do any good in the world to cease scatter- 
ing seeds of poison, the venom of malice and 
hatred. 

The true aim of life should be to hold loving and 
magnanimous thoughts towards each Other. 
Thoughts that will not depress and hinder. To 
Matter sunshine and gladness, to encourage rather 
than to discourage. The people from whom such 
though ta emanate are the real helpers of the world, 
'be saviors of the race. They help to lighten the 
bur bus. to ease the jolts of life and soothe the 
wounded heart. Once mankind has contracted the 
habit of right thinking thhen will it also have 
b anied the secret of right living. 

• see 
HOW THE BLADE DID CUT! 

Our readers will recall the criticisms and strict- 
ures we made in a recent issue upon an extract 
from a sermon reported to have been delivered by 

Dr. ESnul G. Hirseh, of Chicago, in which he was 

quoted as saying that "all the very bad criminals 
were atheists." The prominence we gave to those 
criticisms induces our giving a place in the editor- 
ial column of the Blade to the following communi- 
cation from Dr. Ilrisch in which he einphatieaDy 
repudiates the statements attributed to him. It 
reads, in full: — 

Denial by Hirsch. 

I'.ditor Blue Grass Blade, 

1 received a marked copy of you;- Blade from 
which 1 learn that you have made a report of a dis- 
i OUTSC of mine, the basis of some comment. Should 
you not first have ascertained whether I said what 
was suspected ..f mc.' I never uttered the opinions 
ascribed to me or anything like them. As J, my- 
self, am branded by orthodox Jews, as an atheist, 
the liklihood is not very strong that I shotdd class 
myself among criminals. To the contrary, I chal- 
lenged the church to demonstrate that conversions 
on the gallows were anything but a travesty. This 
remark the foolish reporter expanded into the non- 
sense which you accept as authentic. Were 
you just .' I have been before the public these thir- 
ty years as an expounder of liberal views. I think 
my reputation ought to have ipduced you to in- 

quire whether | made the statements credited to 
me before making your onslaught. You see you 
ought to have put "your bile into pickle." You 
eome much nearer being ., goat than I. Another 
inistake 1 see, you, the enlightened man, have fal- 
len into, you speak of .lews as a nation. Do you 
not know that liberal Jews have ceased caring for 



(Continued on page four, first column). 
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WHAT IS HUMAN 

CREDULITY? 



Interesting Excerpts From an Article 
By J. T. Lloyd, Published in the 
London Freethinker. 

by reason of the protracted discus- 
biou lhat has been indulged .u upon 
UM subject of Atheism and Crime, 
with all me comments made thereon, 
ihe following selections are reproduc- 
ed as showing the meutai auiuiUe oi 
Atheists as concerns phenomena and 
us bearing on morality. 

What is credulity .' Wherein does 
ii differ from belief or taithv li •« ac- 
cept UM authority oi the ulctiouary. 
we must say Lhat credulity means 
s of belief, ' or "a disposition 



danism quite apurt from Chris:. wHUi 
in Buddhism we find, c von according 
10 Christian thinkers, ethical id. als 
which are superior, in 
to the Christian. The editor of the 
Hlbbert Journal goes the length of 

would be a decided advantage o the 
world. No, Christianity Is by in. meant* 
the only ethical religion In the world, 
and he who claims that it is inust no 
pronounced hopelessly credulous. 

cept 



rrectiOD of the body. The body will 
be recreated and reinvested with the 
spirit that influenced the man in life." 

Ml it?' Of 
course it would be presumptuous to 
"doubt" the accuracy of the Doctor's 



EVER CHANGING 
WITH THE TIMES 



that 



ChrU 



easily imposed upon, or as one apt 
to believe on Slight evidence." In 
other words, a uian is pronounced cre- 

his neighbors do. For example, an or 
thodox theologian, who believes in 
"the verbal Inspiration oi UM bible, 
the virgin birth, the miracles of Jesus, 
the forsenic view of the Atonement, 
and such like, and calls them iiia-Uers 
of faith," Is accused of credulity by a 
liberal divine. This Is not faith," the 
latter cries, "but credulity." But what 
is faith as distinguished from creduli- 
ty'.' Must not a man believe certain 
alleged tacts before it can be said that 
he possesses or exercises faith? if 
faith signiUes trust In God or Christ 
lor salvation, does not such trust in- 
volve certain beliefs about God and 
Christ? But who is to determine 
whether such beliefs are true or not? 
Myriads of people are convinced that 
they are not true ; and have not these 
as good a right to charge the liberal 
divine with credulity as the liberal 
divine has to bring a similar accusa- 
tion uga.ust his orthodox brother? 
Credulity is only a matter of degrees. 
You cannot trust in God without be- 
lieving that He exists; and the belief 
in h.s existence is bound to cany with 
it some definite belief as to his nature 
and attributes. The Atheist is with- 
out God, and, therefore, without the 
ability to trust in him, and, conse- 
quently, without the pale of salvation, 
bet us pause here. An A'heist is a 



fundamentally different from the re- 
quest to believe as series of proposi- 
tions. We cannot trust Ood as we 
trust our relations and friends, be- 
cause the existence of God Is, at best, 
hut a hypothesis. Our relations and 
friends are known to us as persons 
eminently trustworthy; but God, if he 
exists, Is unknown except to UM im- 
agination. The exhortation to trust 
him presupposes the acceptance i.l 
certain theological dogmas, inn OM of 
which Is susceptible of verlflca;ton. 
According to the New Testament, 

credulity it the subllmest virtue. 
When the story of Kesurrection be- 
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most bring upon our heads h<' woe 
prencunced on one offender to whom 
the evangelist referred In this lahioc : 
"I have not time to reply to every 
dog that snaps and barks." Easily 
settled! 

it'ii • peeking of Or. Torrey s theory 
of belt, and taking his word for it. 
v.ii u an exquisite refinement of cruel- 
ty ii is! And how simple, after all — 
when you are gifted with the .minis 
c me of an orthodox evangelist, and 
know all about (he "actual condl- 



Is the Work of the Church. Well 
Meaning Editorial in the Cincin- 
nati Enquirer With Comment 
Made Thereon by Dr. Wilson. 

The Growth of The Churches. 

mc cuicuea ot the country MtM 
so largely into the character and Ui- 
rectioii of its growth, and accomplisa 
so much that is helpful m various 
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seme Corn of nature, cr a strong ami 

sttraetivi liberal nMsiUoa like the 

above. It Is plain to te seen lhat the 
writer is a 1-reethluk- 1 . as much so 
ui ours- ivea, and while being compel l 
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time he braves the depths of liberal 
opinion. He venules -o say that "the 
true work of the church," Is toward 
the advancement of morals and hu- 
uianitarianlsm, which Is equal to say- 
ing, that its past work has not been 
i rue. 

In the general desire of good 
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disciples, it is report 
declined to believe It. 
who Insisted upon thi 
satisfactory evidence. In course of 
lime, such ev.dence was laid before 
him, and at once, being superlatively 
convinced, he is said to have exclaim- 
i J, "My Lord and my Cod." Then 
Jesus is reported to nave addressed 
him ihus: "Because thou hast seen 
me thou hast believed; blessed are 
iliey that have not seen and yet have 
believed." (John xx. 19). That Inci- 
dent may never have happened, but It 
illustrates the preposition that the 
more credulous people are the bet- 
ter Christian they make. The more 
childlike their faith is the more, pre- 
cious it is said to be in the sight of 
Cod. How often one hears the ptttl- 
lion: "Grant, O Lord, that our trust 
in thee may be perfectly simple and 
child-like," and the oftener it js re- 
peated the simpler and more child-like 
grows the trust. 

Now, like the liberal divine, we con- 
demn credulity and, unlike the liberal 
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the way through, 
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therefore, without "a practical, 
evangelist, or saving faith." Now, con- 
cerning sue ha faith two things are 
alleged even by the liberal divine, 
namely, that in its absence the high- 
est and noblest type of character is 
unattainable, and that it Is the gift of 
God. Observe the plight of the poor 
The best life Is out of his 
Do what be may he can never 
a perfect man, completely fur 
nished for all the duties of life, 
lacks the fundamental, all-essenti 
quisite, faith. But have pity upon 
uini, because the fault is not his, but 
God's. He has not faith because Cod 
has neglected to give It to him. It is 
to this that the teaching even of the 
. progressive 



1 his guid- 
to believe 
of evidence. Aa there 
is no evidence of the existence of God 
and the unseen world we live without 
both, and devote ourselves exclusive- 
ly to the world that now Is. Numer- 

denc.s that this world exists; and it Is 
our sincere conviction that we can 
realize the purpose for which we exist 
ur existence has a purpose) and 
attain to our true destiny (whatever 
that may be) apart from Christ much 
| more effectively than we could in ima 



| ginary fellowship 1 



th him 



! not be afraid to follow 



the 



We have seen what couces- 
s the liberal divine is prepared to 
make to anxious inquirers. He Is will- 
ing to admit that avowed unbelievers' 
may possess and exhibit the noblest 
type of character, although he is care- 
ful to add that when they do so they 
must be believers without knowing it, 
which is absurd. But in making such 
an admission he brands himself as a 
credulous person, it must be remem- 
bered, however, that he never makes 
lhat admission except under pressure 
from the logic of undeniable facts. 
Under ordinary clrcumqUances, end 
when dealing with a different class 
of Inquirers, he seems to forget that 
he ever made It. When asked, "Why 
do you believe that It is impossible to 
fulfil life's purpose apart from Christ," 
he employs a language totally irrecon- 
cilable with such an admission. He- 
takes for granted that. In -such a ques- 
tion, it is assumed "that, according to 
Christian belief, no man can realise 
the purpose for which he exists and 
attain to his true destiny apart from 
Christ." Then he adds: Here we have 
a contradiction in terms of the most 
glaring type. If men can both be and 
do good, on the largest scale, without 
any religion whatever, Is It not the 
very qulnltessence of absurdity to say- 
that "no man can realise the purpose 
for which he exists and attain to his 
true destiny apart from Christ?" Can 
It be shown that men exist for any- 
other puropse than that of being ana 
doing good on the largest possible 
scale? If not, what becomes of this 
vain Christian boast? To say that "we 
have all been born Into a civilization 
which has been profundly Influenced 
by Christian ethical ideals" proves 
nothing, because It Is capable of the 
most perfect demonstration 
• Christian ethical Ideals" have never 
been "Indissolubly associated with the 
person of the founder of Christianity." 
The ethical ideals" attributed to 
Christ have always existed and do still 
exist apart from Christ. They are to 
be found in Judaism and Mohanime- 



nlal of the supernatural, but upon an 
emphatic affirmation of the all suffl 
clency of the natural. 



IT'S THE NATURE 
OF THE BEAST 



The following editorial from The 
Unionist, published at Green Bay, Wis- 
consin, in the interest of the Unitar- 
ian church, will be found of great In- 
terest to Blade readers. It shows 
Just how reluctant the clergy are to 
let hell go. Probably they need one 
and do fell like destroying a personal 
necessity. 

• Our fathers believed in a physical 
hell, real fire and brimstone, and ever- 
lasting burning. But the objection oc- 
curred to some of their minds that a 
literal flre would sometime or other 
burn up the wicked and they would be 
out of their misery. Of coure this 
would never do, so the theologians in- 
vented various ways out of the diffi- 
culty. One of these is set forth clear- 
ly in Hopkins' "Body of Divinity." 

will render a future separation of the ] 

form the body that It shall continue In 
full life and with quick sense In the 
hot test lire that can be imagined or 
> xisi. through endless ages. God will 
strengthen and uphold the bodies of 
the wicked in suffering torments and 
make them strong to bear punish 
ment." Another suggestion, taken 
seriously by many, was that "the Im- 
penitent would be provided with as- 
bestos bodies." 

But a more ingenious theory still is 
that propounded by evangelist Torrey 
in his Philadelphia addresses. At a 
recent meeting, devoted to answering 

know how a person could suffer phy- 
sical torment after death when In 
Ihe ordinary process of dissolution the 
nerve centers were destroyed in com- 
mon with other parts of the body. 
"That is easily answered," said Dr. 
Torrey. "The writer is laboring under 
a misapprehension of the actual con- 
dltlone. A person does not begin to 
suffer for sin Immediately after death. 
The 
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insi.ic their varied folds. .No one tau 
tail to nonce how much in a general 
»aj tiMif teaching and aims have 
changed with the times and to how- 
large un extuu sectarian dm. reacts 
and angularities are disappearing and 
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Lack of Money Said to be Tne Cause. 
Advocates Oirect Tax on Capital 
That Labor Msy Enjoy Prosperity. 



By A. LUTTERMAN 

Why are there any hard tfnes? 

Is it because there is not enough l< 
eat, to keep the lire aglow upon the 
hearth, to cover and protect us from 
the . Ii mints? Or Is it that we have 
failures in crops and the store houses 
Of the world have been closed against 
ns and i here is no response to labor? 

1 hese are not the cause of haru 
tln.es i .i ira have an abuudai 
lift ■ Di i cssilies. Yes! liven 
publican overproduction, 
cause of hard Units is a 
change media and that the laborer has 
no u.cney ;o buy with. The only way 
labor can obtain this world's goods is 
through the medium of exchange 
(money J and as both money and the 
products are In the controlling hands 
of capital It is Impossible lor lhat 
class of men who have nothing but 
labor to make for exchange. 

Labor is not wanted during hard 
times and it is told that there is an 
overproduction of supplies already on 
hand, growing stale and shopworn 
waiting for buyers. Thus labor must 
suffer; stand a deprivation of that 
which really belongs to it and ail be 
cause they cannot possess or own a 
sulhclent quantity of the exchange 
medium. This, in truth, is about the 
only cause of hard times, and since 
we have found the cause a remedy is 
to be found and applied. 

In order to overcome hard times 
and maintain a prosperous condition 
for labor it is nectssary to keep up 
a healthy circulation of the exchange 
medium. This can be done by giving 
employment to all idle labor at living 
wages by the government in the build- 
ing of public utilities and conven- 
iences, such as railroads, highways, 
canals, and such public improvements 
as may be deemed necessary. A tax 
could be levied upon all property ac- 
cording to its value to pay therefor. 
This would bridge the gulf between 
capital and labor and the latter could 
turn its skill, energy and genius Into 
ready cash and secure such necessi- 
ties as life demands. This would do 
away with overproduction and the 
world's supply would be used for the 
purpose lor which it was intended and 
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and urst-class accommodations in a 
ueuer world, and their teaching was 
mostly along theological auu doctrinal 
UMB, Kvery seel, while doubting the 
emclency of the Insurance provision In 
the tickets Of all rivals, was wholly 
coii.iueul ol its own, and missions to 
th. heaiiieu were urged on the ground 
.nat unless converted they were all 
uo_uied to everlasting punishment for 
not accepting what they had never 
heard of. This world was not worth 
thinking about; the worse off we were 
lure the belter it would be for us. in 
i lie next, and vice versa. 

It is wonderful how complete and 
rapid the change has been. The 



Intidel and Jew are working togeth 
er, — placing the Agnostic first. 

An edltor.al like this going to NO,- 



OB b) more, will have a wonderful ef- 
fect. The word "Agnostic," evidently 
is not so terrible as it once was. 

The figures given by the Enquirer, 
instead of showing ■ healthy advance, 
in reality show a sickly slump. He 
shows that ;he total net gain of all 
the churches in 19< t, of a membership 
of 31.148,546, waa 619,155. Why they 
breed that many In six months. Look 
at emigration. The church member- 
ship was augmented In this way by 
more than its net gain. 



bury a few thousand humans, malm 

many thousands more, and destroy 
man) million dollars' worth of prop- 
erty, has given the survivors a breath- 
ing spell in which to bury their dead, 
clear their properly from ashes and 
prepare for another period of gener- 
ally happy If precarious existence. 

We do not know that scientists are 
agreed as to the origin of volcanoes, 
but Professor Mercalll thinks the ceas- 
ing of the praam araptJm wns due 
to the choking of I lie vocalno by the 
collapse of the crater. There are lots 
of people, however, who refuse to ac 
oopt the guesses of scientists, while 
lh'\v willingly believe the assert ion.-, of 
ignorant priests, and this Is especially 

who have suffered from Vuloaa'l oat 
bursts. They 1 k, us -may not know 
of the eruption, 
bat Hi y are quite sure they know 
what stopped It. Who IDC ild know 
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points of agreement, rather than of 
dineience, and are working harmoni- 
ously together for moral and humani- 
tar.M ends. Theology and doctrine 



) the r 



i and i 



lead that 
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isfonned into pros- 



pen t. v. 

All this c 
direct tax on capital. Money is but 
a tool invented by the people to facil- 
itate ixchanges. Its use and enjoy- 
ment should be made to apply to all 
the people and not to a few million- 
aires. Labor Is the real and only 
foundation of all wealth. The latter 
does not come from land, from gold or 
silver, but from labor only. When 
labor is denied the right to exchange 
its product into money, it is deprived 
of an inherent right and robbed of 
that which really belongs to it. With- 

aooM also suffer. Whea labor is fully 
occupied, each accordingly to ability, 
there is an abundant supply of life's 
comforts and money would flow free 
ly Into the proper and legitimate pub- 
lic channels. With this human suf 
ferlug would cease. 

Thus have 1 pointed out the direct 
cause of hard times and pointed to the 
way of salvation. \.hy not apply the 
remedy? 



this world a happier and better place 
for everybody to live In, on a basis of 
uuseltishuess and brotherly love. In 
this effort agnostic and churchmen, 
Jews and Infidels are working to- 
gether, and what a man believes is re- 
garded as of comparatively little con- 
sequence. 

bigots fight, 
t*e can't be wrong whose life is in 
the right." 

Has come to be recognized as good 
sense, and pretty safe theology. 

it is under these conditions that the 
growth of the churches is taking place 
In our time, and the figures given for 
1905 are Interesting. They are given 
by an ecclesiastical statistician as 
follows: 

In the year 1905 the total number 
of communicants was 31,148,445, a net 
gain for that year of 519,155. This 
membership was distributed as fol- 
lows: Roman Catholics first, with 
10,785,490, net gain 192,122; Metho- 
dists second, with 9.429,815, gain 101,- 
892; Baptists come third, with 4,974,- 
047; gain 72,007; Lutherans fourth, 
with 1,841,340. gain 51,580; Presbyter- 
ians fifth, with 1,723,871, gain 20,174; 
Disciples of Christ sixth, with 1.325,- 
294, gain of 1,428; Episcopalians sev- 
enth, with 827,127, gain 19,203; Con- 
gregatlonallsts eighth, with 087,042, 
gain 13,321; Keforim d (Uutch and 
German) ninth, with 405,022, gain 
4,021. 

In thelir percentage of increase they 
stand in this order; Lutheran .028, 
Episcopalians .023, Congregationalism 
oi:t. Roman Catholics .017, Methodists 
.olo, 1'resbyterians .015, Baptists .014, 



148,545 is entirely too high. Accord- 
ing to statistics I have seen — I mean 
church statistics they number less 
than 28,000,000. 

With such a membership which is 
largely padded, and which covers the 
names of thousands of indlfferents 
and dead people, how can Christianity 
have the continuous cheek to call this 
a Christian nation? J. B. W. 

ORIGINAL AND 
SELECTED POEMS 

To Percy Bysshe Shelley. 

Thou hudst In thee the esseuce oi 

sweet song — 
The spirit-vapor that was wont to 

thrill. 

That clings around us, and that haunt- 
eth still. 

The tragic element In thee was strong, 
Thou wert a seer amid the heedless 
throng, 

Too, too intense for minor minds to 
grip. 

Who seeks thy shore must ever bathe, 
not dip. 

Lured by the thought-waves that thy 



Poetic Wizard! in thy wondrous lay, 
What rapture, love, and truth, and 

light are shown; 
Thy "cloud" still sleeps in grandeur 

o'er our day; 
The vigor of the "lark" is all thine 

The "Cenci" ah! and "Adonais," these 
sway 

Passion and pathos that were master- 
grown! 

— E. L. T. Harris-Bickford. 

My Future. 

Where was I before my time, 

A hundred years ago? 

My soul was naught; I could not think 

There was a loving God. 

Hut when a child I did believe 
That God lived up on high. 



This is nothing but a lie. . 

When I am called by Nature's law, 
111 fear not Death or woe; 
I'll be Juat the same as before my 
time, 

A hundred years ago. 

Original —A. Li 



are the all-p .weiiul agencies that set- 
tied the baah of the pagan god or 
devil who tor a few days used Vesu- 
vius as h.s forge-hitnuey. What Pro- 
testant preacher who prays for rain 
I r sunshine can deny this truth? 

The cemetery at Terra, del Annun- 
/.lata was especially fortunate. It had 
an image of the Madonna in a promi- 
nent position, and this image was ob- 
seived to sweat copiously both before 
and during the approach of the lava. 
The faithful people carefully mopped 
up the perspiration with towels and 
handkerchiefs, and the Madonna re- 
warded their attentions by preventing 
the lava from burning and desecrat- 
ing the tombs. This Is a reasonable 
story— for a Catholic; and doubtless 
the pieces of cloth sold and preserved 
as relics will satisfactorily prove to 
future Catholics the truth of the mir- 
acle. Why not? Why deny that a 
wooden Image, or a stone image either, 
should sweat, or perform all the nat- 
ural functions of protoplasmic hu- 
mans, If it has a mind to do so? 

It may see a strange way of show- 
ing power to "get In a sweat," but 
who knows the way of a saint— espec- 
ially of a female saint? If, however, 
the Image could stop the moving lava 
by saying to it, "Thus far Shalt thou 
go and no farther!" why should It not 
have prevented the lava from leaving 
the crater at all? Why "get into a 
sweat" over the possible baking of a 
few corpses, when hundreds of peo- 
ple were being burned alive? We 
might say, "Logic, what has theology 
trx do with thee?"— Secular Thought. 



REDUCED RATES > - 

To the 

United Confederate Veterans Re-un- 
ion at New Osleans, April 26-27th. 

Tickets will be sold at greatly re- 
duced rates via Queen & Crescent 
Route April 22, 23 and 24th, limit to 
April 30th. Upon deposit of ticket 
and payment of 50 cents limit may be 
extended until May 21st, 1900. 

Ask ticket agent for particulars. 
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Hopes for Our Success. 

Douglas, Ariz.— Enclosed find post 
office order for $1 and as I have 
changed my place of residence from 
Blsbee to Douglas please haw the 



e a.i. I. 



i Ihe 



paper to Douglas. 1 have not received 
the paper since I came here, which is 
six weeks, as the post office won't 
forward the paper without extra post- 
age, so send jt here. I see by the pa- 
per that Mr. Moore has passed over 
the divide. Am sorry to learn of the 
fact but hope that the paper i will con- 
tinue just the same. Best wishes for 
yourself.-J. L. WILEY. 



most for the negro of the South, and 
are very strong In that Bectlon. The 
Baptists' growth in the North, where 
they number 1.075,833, was but 4,804; 
but the Methodist Episcopal Church 
North, IJH0.779 strong, had a growth 
of 62.S47. 

These figures show that the percent- 
age of growth has been greater in the 
smaller denominations than In the 
larger ones. The Lutherans lead, 
which may be partly due 
tlon. Then come the 
who gain chiefly from the rich and 
fashionable elements in the larger 
towns. The Roman Catholics, who 
have had presumably the largest for- 
eign accession, are fourth, which 
would indicate a loss somewhere. So 
far as church polity goes the Catho- 
lics. Episcopalians and Presbyterians 
rejuTeseiit a preference for st|-ong, 
centralized church government, while 
Ihe Congregatlonallsts and Baptists 
are purely democratic In the ir organi 
zations, each Individual church con 
ducting its own affairs. The total 
church membership covers about one 
third of the population, and the pro 
gress made In the past year Is regard 
ed by church authorities as reasonably 
satisfactory, i 

The above Is the leading editorial 
from 'last Sunday's Cincinnati Enquir- 
er. The leading editorials of the Sun- 
day Issue of this paper are looked for 
by thousands of people, as they are 



In all the lists of sins and crimes 

Set down by Popes in Romish times, 
The heresy that frees a man 

From papal dc -spots leads the van. 
And all who follow In the lead 

Of heresy against a creed 
Of Roman magi— all their race 

Rome sends to Wheel's hottest place. 

Now if this principle holds good, 

All Romanists will serve as wood, 
In Sheol. for Ihe church of Rome 

Was heretic from base to dome. 
Jupiter changed to Jove was kept; 

In Bacchus' shoes Christ Jesus 
stepped ; 

Juno to Virgin Mary changed; 
Old creeds with new ones were ar- 



In heresy Rome's church was built, 
And then she turne* about and split, 

The blood Of those who kept the faith. 
Mad to maintain her new-made 
wrath. 

If heretics shall be consigned, 
To deepest hell, then Rome will find 

Herself In Sheol s lowest room; 
Her own decrees adjudge her doom. 
Original 



Once more Vesuvius has been giv- 
ing the Ntapotttaaa a taste of Its qual- 
ity, and. after belching forth enough 
molten lava and hot ashes to kill and 



A Good Route 
to Try 



It traverses a territory rich 
undeveloped resources; 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, hort'culture, stock rsls- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but nor least, it is 

The Scenic Route 
lor Tourists. 

The Frisco Svstem oow offers tne 



traveling public e 
fast ti 
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Between St. corns and Kansas 
City and points in Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma. Indian Terri- 
tory, Texas and me Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and points 
in Taaaaaaee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and rhe Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texas 
and the West and Southwest 

Full information a" to route and 
rates cheerfully furnished upon appli- 
cation to any 'epKsentative of the 
Company, or to 

Passenger T i »f tic Department, 
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Rome booU is now on the press and 
will be issued in a few days. Dr. Wil- 
son has made it larj,-» r than he at 
first intended and the additions have 
caused delay. 

Frank Moody- The matter sent in 
clipping is hardly worth an answer. It 
is too weak and peunle. We thank I 



was. ganized capital, they would come 
st 111 the rescue, overthrow 

in their stead a Government of the 
people, by the people and lor the peo- 
No Doubt About It. i pie." Organized churches and organ- 

Newark, N. J. — iVfr8. Henry and Dr. l/.cd capital, as these are now manlp- 
Vllson conducted the funeral ser-j ulaied, are the greatest 
IceB of Mr. Moore. May I have cop- have ever befallen the human race. 
M of Feb. 11th and 18th? When l Either Bar— trained will reduce the 
ead them I'll Bend them to friends , people to Serfdom. If the liberies of 
s much aa I shrould like to keep! the people are to be preserved, the 
hem on my file, as I understand them Fret thinkers of this country will have 
J be v. K. — C. S1PPEL. j ibe worn to do. All OH 
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NOTE REDUCTIONS. 



only 



Hampden: 18 size, "Special R.- 

he day of evil. I believe- the V Vay." 2:: jia., »26.00; "New R.-Way," 

iv to serve God is to try to II jls.. |34; Ueuber Watch Co., 21 jls., 
'ery one happy. I will enclose MJj 17 Jls., $14. 

r * new subscriber to the Blade 



, for 



appreciate your work for the Blade. 

Richard S. Higgins— You will re- 
ceive the paper all right. 

W. Cooper— We return open letter 
to Dr. HIrsch. The reason for this 
will be made plain In this issue of th<- 
Blade. Otherwise it would have been 



Christian Religion Founded on Fraud. 

Muncle, Ind. — Enclosed you will tlnd 
an ar;icic clipped from the Peoples' 
Press which will be of interest to the 
readers of the Blade. Of course every 
reader of the Blade knows to a posi- 



and I 
from such a ■ 



lual lib 



lelvt 



j. r, MAYO, 



Glories in the Fight. 

St. Paul, .Minn. Brother Hughes: — 
.Send me Sacrament, also Brother C. 
C. Moor 's memorial booklet. Have 
liglon is founded on fraud and tictli.n, you got an index; it you have let 
and perpetuated by crime and lgnor-1 know what one will cost me and If 
ance, but it will be gratifying to all of have 



Elgin: "Veritas, 
fc Father Time," 21 Jls $22.60; "B. W. 
the memorial pamph- Raymond," 19 JU., $20; "B. W. Ray- 
of Charles c. Moore. — T, J, ROLL, mond," 17 jls., $18.60. 

— Walthani: "Vanguard," 23 Jls., $29; 

"Crescent Street." 21 Jls.. $22.60; "Ap- 
pleton, Tracey & Co.., Premier," 17 
jls.. $18.5ti ; same, not "Premier," $16. 
The above guaranteed to pass R.- 
ay Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waltham P. S. Bart- 
l.-tt, " oi Elgin "Wheeler," 17 Jls., ad- 
justed, nickel, $9; same, gilt, $7; same 
In Which They Allude to the Man Hampden, nickel $8.00; same, not ad- 
justed $7 Klgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, 16 Jls., $C; Elgin or Wal- 
tham nickel, non-catchable hair spring 
7 jls., $5; Hampden 7 Jls., gilt $4.60; 



REFLECTIONS FROM 
DIFFERENT MINDS 



JOB PRINTING 

We have a complete Job De- 
partment and are prepared to do 
first class work at reasonable 
prices. Send us your next or 
dsr. Satisfaction guarantsed. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE 

153 W. Short 8t., Lexington, Ky. 



' Man by Nature an Atheist." 
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were but a Atheists, and th SO aim at 
Cnurch of England adherents, la 
worthy of notice. 

M. Fair— Rest assured your wishes 
shall be respected. Yen will he for- 
tunate if you never leave a "worse 
record" behind you than the Blade. 

Charles Burnett— Holyoake did not 
renounce nis secularism. Since his 
death efforts have been made to show 
that he had weakened to a grtat ex- 
tent, but they failed. While he was 
the "Father of secularism" in Eng- 
land, his advecacy therof whs not as 
active in his later years, owing to ex- 
treme old age. 

Gu8. Barber— See the Hirsch letter 
in this issue. 

Clarence Walker, A. Lutterman, 
Elijah Mizer— Thanks for clipp.ngs. 

H. W. Hill— Sickness in Mrs. 
Henry's household prevents he 
mg at this Ume for the Blade. In a 
recent letter to us she stated that 
there was some improvement and 
hoped soon to be able to be with us 



them to learn that the great and good 
men of the world are now engaged in 
laying broad and deep the foundations 
of a new civilization based on science 
and the religion of hu- 
, place, Of the pagodas and 
Ahjea now cast their dark 



il reason, I 
miiy. iJu 



one In this ci:> 1 would like to ha 
th.- address. 1 am trying to get me 
bora for the churcn of humanity. I 
must get together or we will never 
a power. I pass all the Freethoughi 
papers 1 gi t to uhe hea 



Real Encouragement. 

Clayton, O.— Mr. James E. Hughes: 
— My time has expired for the Blue 
Grass Blade, but I have no notion of 
having it stopped. To tell the truth 
I like it Just a little better than under 
the old management. No reflection 
upon Mr. Moore. He has fought a 
good fight; may he rest in peace. He 
is dead but the good influences he 
left shall never die. Please find en- 
closed one dollar and twenty cents 
in stamps, the stamps to pay postage 
on Dr. Wilsons book.— A. W. KEP- 
UNOER. 

Blade Sharper Than Ever. 

Mosier, Ore.— I shall remit you 
some money May 1st to pay for the 
Blade. I can't collect any until then. 
I do not want to do without the Blade. 
It must and will live. To me, it shows 
now greater vitality than at any per- 
iod of its existence. It is Just what 
we need to brush the cob-webs from 
our brains. — R. W SIMPSON. 

This Has the Right Ring. 

Selvin, Ind.— Mr. Jas. E. Hughes: — 
Please find enclosed post office money 
order for live dollars. It Is not much 
but all I can do at present. It will 
help you a little. The Blade must not 



lughes you can rely on DM to do 
I can for the Blade. I will tell you 
the Blade is the best Fr . ethought pa- 
per in print and is doing more for 
humanity than any other In existence. 
I eannot tell you how I lauient Broth- 
er Moore. I loved him more than any 

' You do not give '~^ h ,'. r 



have rock juilt temples .n every clty.lof them to join the church. Brother ha ' 
village and hamlet, dedicated to 1 " 
science and liberty, and to the propa- 
gation of the good, the beautiful and 
the true. When tills happy day arrives 
a golden cestus of clasped hands will 
encircle tne whole earth, and the 
sweet fragrance of love will convert 
our d.stracted world Into an Eden of 
happiness. — T. J. BOWLES, M. D. 

Willing to Remain a Slave. 

Rocky, Dl;la. — I write to request 
you to discontinue the paper sent to 
my address. I did not subscribe for 
It. I suppose it is sent to me through 
the mistaken kindness of some rest- 
less spirit going through the world 
seeking rest and finding none. I am 
now starting South. Don't know when, 
if ever I shall return and don't care 
to leave such a record behind. — M. 
FAIR. 

Work That is Worthy. 

Bodie, Calif — Brother Hughes: — 
Find enclosed money order for $2.15 
for which you will please send the 
Blade for one year to the name en- 
closed In Bodie. He is one of our 
Liberal Japanese brothers. The 15 
cents is for postage on Wilson's Rome 

Congress books, and one dollar for the Blade to name given— S. D. BEAL 
Memorial pamphlets of Charles C. M HA it. 



The Man Jesus. 

The hundreds of volumes that have 
I been written designated as the "Life 
of Christ," do not throw as much light 
Ion the subject as the following short 
j paragraph writtten by Prof. Goldwiu 
j Sniitu of Canada in the New York Sun 
and copied into Secular Thought, pub- 
lisii'd in Toronto: LADIES' GOLD WATCHES. 

supreme Jesus, I Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or 
are all humanity Hampden, 20-year gold filled, latest 

1 grace this Je. sty,e - artistic hand-chased, 7 Jli 

#!ia» down. To my mind this fact 



direr, or gold 
filled, screw case, accompanied by 
manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
M rears, $3, or in hunting case, $5 
more. In 25 year screw case, $5, or in 
hunting case $8.60 more than in all- 
verine case. In solid gold case, $10 
to $50 more. 
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<elieve the Legend 



of Jesus was mad.' by i , 

wot .ng under a g. at. moral impulse 
— one man adding a parable, ano.ner 
an*£ fxhortai ion, anotner a miracle s o- 



n.any 



the clerics hell as Moore did. 
like you to rip them up the back the 
same as he did.— W. F. WILSON. 

Will Work in the Push. 

Madison, Okla.— Mr. Jas. E. Hughes 
—I want to do all that I feel like I 
am financially able to do for you and 
for the Interest of the Blade. I cer- 
tainly do not want to see the Blade 
die. I was trostbj surprised when I 
received my first copy of the Blade 
with James E. Hughes as editor. I 
had you sized up as a man Insignitl 
cant. I just thought you were a part 
of the linotype and was a cog to the 
machine. If you continue the Blade 
in the future as you have in the past, 
it will certainly be a good paper for 
missionary work, as a person need not 
be afraid of insulting his good Chris- 
tian friends with it. Enclosed find 
post office order for $1 for which Send 



Yoi 



$11; 16 jls., adj.. $15; small (o, 
size 7 jls.. $11.50; 15 Jls., $16; 18 Jls., 
adj., $18. "Riverside," extra fine, $24. 
In 25 - ear case, $1 more. In ilk solid 
-old Base, 110 to $60 more. Latter 
with diamonds, all in plush box, pre- 
paid, with guarantee. 

s ] tor prices of Watches not list- 
ed. Jewelry, Kings, Sliver and Plated 
Ware, Optical Goods and My Tract, 
in the Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
La Orange. Cook Co., 



Scientific American. 



METHODS t 
The Organization into a 
Body. 

OF ALL MEN AND V 
MAINTAIN THE PURELY S 
ACTER OF THIS GOVERNMENT— 



Moore, our late editor, to me. I would 
bo pleased to do more If I was able. 
I am 79 the first of May next and 1 
have been wj.hout income for nearly 
three years on account of poor health. 
I am pleased with the Blade under 
your management and sincerely hope 
the delinquents will pay up pomptly. 
I will do all I can to assist you.— O. 
W. HAMMER. 



Was Moved to Reply. 

Milo, Maine.— Dear Mr. Hughes :- 
In the first place I must heartily col 
gratulate you on the fine showing yo 



Is There a True Basis? 

Blue Grass Blade— Dear Sir— I have 
read a few of the numbers or the Blue 
Grass Blade and feel like saying that 
open Infidelity is no worse than Chris- 
tianity founded on a false basis, if It 
might be so-called. To have 



full 



Th< 



money 
having a pocket 
Is honor- 



Our aae can. 
I eim help in the creation. We eu 
Join in making, not a legend, but a 
new Ides! ot humanity, the figures of 
a if*-.v man, a new message, a new 
pnpfc < y. All our better thoughts, all 
our wiser speech, and all our truer 
deeds afaall form parts of this creation, 
which shall be a gospel to those who 
oois> after us." 

That Forged Passage. 

'Can you g>ve me the reason infi- 
dels have for saying that the para- 
graph In the works of Josephus refer- 
ring to Christ was manufactured after 
Josephus' death, or put In to bolster 
up the creed?" — F. E. Ladd, M. D. 

We can give the reasons infidels 
have for rejecting the passage. They 

learned and intelligent Christians to 
reject it. Gibbon stated that the pas- 
sage was inserted into the text of 
Josephus between the time of Origen 
and thai of Eusebius," and "may fur- 
nish an example of no vulgar forgery." 
Dr. Nathaniel Lardner supports the 
vi3$ of Gibbon. The Christian fath- 
er. Justin Martyr, Clement of Alex- 
andria. Tertullian. and Origen never 
cited this passage in their controver- ! 
sle^, although they were well acquaint- 
ed with the writings of Josephus and , L Tbe T "» tlon 
wouldf not have overlooked such a 2 ' JL^aassTsSssJ .* a holy-day. 
favorable testimony to Jesus. The ' 
evidence against the passage is sum- 
med up by G. W. Foote in his • Crimes 
of Christianity" under the head of 4. The abrogation 

cuurtJ and in 1 

„tl„T l.vnl wirmti-n "t relation. 
'Java ot th.. 



In? all encroachment! of «o 

the St— 



UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 

ON 

'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

BY 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

OF 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 



5 copies for $1.00. 



OBJECTS: 
The Complete Separation of 
Church and State. 



>r reUgloua and political e 



4. ny provontinir the corrupt reign of monopoly 

anl i..,Mi.jii.lii p ^through Direct Legislation by 

5. ny advocating equal rights and Justice to all— 

giving wnm«n an .•<uial voice in all govern- 
menial affair*, and l>y all other practical and 
, I.iral nwlh.Hls maintaining personal liWrtv, 
j'.-l • •-. • 'Mi' :-->,-. and all other n- 
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without It, and if all will support tht 
Blade as liberally as Christians do 
the church there wil not be any dan- 
ger of it go.ng out of business. So 
shove up boys, and let us make our 
new Blade hum. Let us back up our 
doctrine with a little hard cash and 
help Brother Hughes.— UB. K. C. 
SPRINGSTUN. 

Some Truths Well Said. 
St. Ansgar, Iowa— Enclosed please 
find »2 on my subscription to the B. 
G. Blade. The recent improving of 
the Blade scores one for regeneration, 
two for transmigration and three for 
evolution. Narrow gauge reformers 
should be a thing of the past. Life is 
too short to spend it all one idea. Re- 
forms are needed in every direction. 
Isms are stationary. They can be 
put In to books but a periodical should 
be the vojee of coming events. — C. G. 
W. CLAUSEN. 

The Way to Do Things. 

Madison, Ga— Mr. James E. Hughes 
—Enclosed find i>ost office order for 
$1.50. Credit my subscription with $1 
and keep the SO cents as I may order 
extra copies. Every Liberal who has 
the interest of Liberalism at heart 
should distribute every month as 
many copies of the Blade as he can 
afford. For years I have distributed 
hundreds of copies of the Blade and 
paid for them. There are many per 
sons who would subscribe for your 
Blade if they knew of its character, 
and its endeavoring to free mankind 
from the thraldom of religious intol- 
erance. Wishing every Liberal 'to put 
his "shoulder to the wheel." — A. A. 
BELL, M. D. 



Short But Sweet. 

Wilmington, N. C— Please accept 
this dollar to help the Blade. The 



to see that there are many others who 
think as I do. I am sending, enclosed, 
a letter to Dr. E. G. Hirsch, and If you 
s a Hi to publish same as an open 
letter to him, do so, or, you can for- 
ward It to h|m by mall, at your op- 
tion for which I enclose stamps. I 
want to get at him for his alleged 



my point In sending a Out ting whieli 
kneck him rather hard. It really 
s eiued to me as though the case 
came along in the nick i.f time to be 
used against h in. Wishing you ev- 
i vr y success, I am, Sincerely yours. — 
W. COOPER. 

Better Late Than Never. 

B. thany, 111. — Enclosed please Bad 
$2.00 for subscription for Blue Grass 
Blade for 1905 and 190«. I should 
have remitted before now but have 
been neglectful. Am glad to know 
that the paper Is getting more inter 
esting. I likes -Mr. MOOTS very much. 
I think Or. Wilson the most fearless 
writer we have to-day; he has the 
knack of saying what he thinks and js 

ed Reverend here. Not long ago a 
large lire of incendiary origin occured 
and he asked me If I was not glad 
there was a hell now. What do you 
think of tnal. I answered In the neg- 
ative for, as I told him, I did not be 
lleve in a biblical hell, but did think 
there was hell sometimes here on 
earth. I would like very much to 



Where the Labor Lies. 

Sycamore, Kan. — I enclose draft for 
$5 to help keep the good old Blade 
and Its editor alive. It is worthy the 
support of all Liberals of the country 
and I do wish that Freethinkers, as 

means in aid of the different Pros 
thought publications. If all could feel 
and realize the danger that oOBfrounta 
the common people from the encroach 
ment of organized churches and or 



fess to believe in the truth of the 
Bible and contend for, or believe in 
a doctrine contrary to It is the worst 
of laXid l.ty. But to expos,, the errors 
of men and claim that as refuting the 
religion of Christ as taught by himself 
and his apostles, this Is equally wrong. 
The teachings of the founders of 
Christ's religion has made a provision 

for offenders or violators of its holy ^^nTfght ' impuilence/ 
laws. He came to save sinners only, 
and if there were no sinners there 
would be none to save. But the offen- 
ders are not excused for their sins, 
but are punished In this life, 
edict is gone forth that tribulation 
argument upon every soul of man 
(Christian, that doeth evil to the Je< 

to ami also „, ,,„■ Greek. Tnerefbr. i(m; urtnodox Jen . Jo#epha| C1)llld mn 

>osse S sor of such ()f as . t , u . chr|stj . nor 

• citizens as |()1]bt wnatever it was lawtU | tu ca |, 
he discharge nim . } ^ 

of eve,, duty in eve,, sphere in life. , , ne Mt88lan to be G(J(1 and the 



Pious Forgeries. 
"The Inventive genius of Eusebius 
tlrst lighted on the passage In the 
fourth century. He Quotes it wilh an 
air of triumph, and says that those 
wh) doubt the Christian story of Je- 
stand convicted of 
Tanaqull Fa- 
ber maintained that Eusebius forged 
the passage himself. A little 



added to its pi 

i obliged ti 
' lion that Jcset 
! finished tl 
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V ill you give in your paper your ob- 
jections to the teachings of Christ and 
h.s apostles for my especial benefit? 
One who indulges a hope of a blessed 
Immortality — JAMES HEABAY. 



A Matter of Opinion. 

Blue, Ariz— You can put me down 
for one of the Moon. Memorial 
pamphlets. While I had the greatest 
reapeol tor Mr. Moore and know that 

and In a way a great and a brilliant 



t that Jes 



speis. The passage ONLY LINE TO THE ~ 

t a r l0 ,anu iH^Z * FAMOUS HEALTH &EjOf?TJ. 



tent with the gospels, 
is now generally 

Warburton called it a 'rank forger) 
and a very stupid one, too.' Dr. Giles 
also condenms It as a forgery inter- 
Mated in the text during the third 
century by some pious Christian who 
was scandalized tnat so famous a 
eras Josephus should have take 
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man, but I believe the Blade along say on the 'Esseues' emphatically says 
the lines it Is being run will please tn .t 'this passage has long since been 
more knopte and get more subscrlb- given up as a forgery by all men not 
ers than while run under the radical lunatics.' This is a case where infl- 
ideas of Mr. Moore.— C. B. MARTIN, i dels do not have to give reasons for 

] rejection or formulate arguments 

Can't be Improved On. against a pious fraud. The) are found 

Wellsford, Kan.— This is my first ready at hand from the writings of 
attempt to write to the Blade. I like I Christians.— People's Press. 

the Blade ; nd think that you are the G0D - SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OF 

right ma ln tlu . rl(D 1 plana I was Man by Nature is an Atheist. FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 

sorry to hear of Brother Moore's! After all that lias been so plausi- SCIOUS LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH, 

death and I sympathize with his fam- bl> written concerning the innate idea 
Ily. I am a strong believer In a God of God,' after all that has been said 
but not the Bible (iod, It is in Nature'a | of its being common to all men in all 
God. The church tells me that I amlages and nations, it doea not appear 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 
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IBB that I can't help It If 
d not have anything to 
■ coming into the world 
lythlng to say| 



Hod lll.il 



i. H« 



organ, "The Truth About G ._. 

"The Central Kansas Business College." which teaches Stenography, Type- 
writing, Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic, Penmanship, and Spelling, 
and "The Truth About God" in a general course of study given by the tem- 
porary International Instructor for the cht rch. 
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The Church has 100 LIFE MEMBERS. It wants 900 more 
organize and Incorporate. The first thousand members will be 
and organizers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 



to formally 



know if (iod made all the little souls 
that are not horn yet and If hi- made 
them in the six days that he made 
the world and If he did and I do evil, 
I cannot help It for In Proverbs 16: 



has no knowledge of a Go 
neither !s God In all his 

Whatever change may after na . u = « Jt yQU have i ove ,i oneg you w | sn rescued from the Idolatry ot worshlp- 

wnmght (whither by the gra< f lng a dead man named j e8U8 an(! a myt h named God, you should join this 

God, or by bis own retted ion, or by ^ Church and it will aid you In freeing them, and ln saving your posterity 
ul icatlon), he Is, 1» nature, a mere < from becoming idolaters by teaching them The Truth About God. 
atheist. "'—Wesley's Serm-ns. vol. li.. > write to W. H. KERR, 2210 Broadway. Great Bend, Kan., for blank a> 
p. 309. j plication for membership, Information about the CtMtg* and ^aend 26 cents 
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. to the "TRUTH ABOUT GOL." Do It now. 



Editorial 

(Continued from page one). 



.lewish nationalism, that We are doing our 1m s) 
eliminate Jewish nationalism of every kind from 
our life? If your temper and fairness illustrat« 
tin- moral viewpoint of your atheism, I have goot 
eause to he grateful that my views differ iron 
yours.'" truly yours. 



DHL c. HIRSCH. 

It is both refreshing and gratifying to learn 
from Dr. Hirsch, in person, that the statement* at- 
tributed to him are false. For their circulation 
and publication, however, the Blade is iu nowise 
responsible, a.s the purported extracts from his ser 
moil, being so sensational in eharaeter, were 
caught up by the News Agencies of the country 
ami sent to syndicates of newspapers for publica- 
tion. The Blade had every reason to assume that 
the reported extracts had really been uttered by 
Dr. llirseh. They were published by the daily pa- 
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is the Blade now knows. Chicago read- 
er! of the Blade, and subscribers from other point*, 
sent us the clipping by mail, which is prima facie 
evidence that the belief that Dr. llirseh did make 
those statements was wide-spread. No blame can 
attach to the Blade for also entertaining such a be- 
lief. 

The late William Ewart (iladstoue is quoted as 
once saying, "Wise men change their minds, fools 
never do," and since we have learned from unim- 
peachable authority that we have been led into an 
unintentional error as concerns Dr. Hirse.li, we ex- 
tend our sincere apology to him. lie is, in fact, a 
wiser and better man than the newspapers had 
painted him. It is not the first time that a philo- 
sopher has been mistreated because of some idiotic 
conception of a crack-brained news reporter anil 
it is unfortunate for Dr. llirseh that he has been 
made a victim of such a pitiable blunder. 

Dr. llirseh gains nothing, however, by telling 
us that we are "more of a goat " than he. Although 
the grass round us and about us is of that world 
famous "Blue" variety, which make our meadows 
the fairest on earth, we have not had to take any 
gold-cure for the Nebuchadnezzar habit. It does 
Dr. llirseh no good, under such circumstances, to 
make such a retort. He only spoils his case and 
displays that condition of the mind against which 
he complains, namely,— a bad temper. 



he bottled up creeds that precedes an eruption 
< the process of fermentation that leads to lib 



THAT SUPREME COURT DIVORCE DECISION 

It may be that the occupants of the Supreme 
Bench of the United States, are as Mara Antony 
said of Brutus and his associates in crime, "All 
honorable men.'' but the recent decision they ren- 
dered, aa a majority opinion, on the divorce in- 
dustry would call for the appointment of another 
interstate commission to construe the supernal wis- 
dom of this very learned Court. As a matter of 
fact, it is doubtful if they are yet able to realise 

the- full meaning oi that decision. The judgment 
of one member of the court, who spoke for the 
majority, is as far removed from the judgment ol 
the minority representative, as was the opinion of 

ti ne judge who differed from both, 

Judge White stood with the majority. Judge 
Brown v illi the minority and Judge Holmes stood 
out alone. 

The decision, however, is not likely to convince 
any sale lawyer or layman. If this is the best the 
Supreme Court of the United State* can do in a 

matter affecting so many persons and inter, .sts. 
and so si rioiisly alVecting them, then we are tMUld 
to agree with William J. Bryan, that the raprtme 
Court, so far from being a body impeccable and 
infallible, are no better than a bunch of senile do- 
dos ever anxious to spring some kind of I legal 
decision, when not making polities, that they 

would ornament any asylum for superannuated 
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•.'raven image of a golden calf and be concluded to 
let him w ork the " Come-tn-.lesus-rulleet ion ' ' 

racket SI Ig I different people. 

In putting such insane nostrums before the 
American people Dr. Torre.v has brought his theo- 
logieal ducMa to a bad market. The fearful eatas- 
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Dr. llirseh to this BXpll 
part in the wrong that has been pereptrated upon 
him. Primarily the Blade is not to blame. Its 
Briticisms were made in good faith upon the re- 
port published. Had that report been true, had 
not Dr. Hirsch repudiated it, then, indeed, the 
Blade would have reiterated all that it had pre 
viously said with even greater emphasis and 
ing. 

We are glad, however, to publish Dr. Hirsch s 
denial in these columns and we are gladder still 
that he has made the denial. 

SECTARIANS AT WAR. 

Paganism has frequently expressed astonish- 
ment at the existence of so many different and an- 
tagonistic sects, each claiming the title of "Chris- 
tian" and all pretending to base their peculiar doc 
trimd claims upon the Bible. The hsWUigenoc of 
America has been compelled to hold aloof from the 
church because of the irreconedability of doctrinal 
assumption and the bitterness with which one sec- 
tarian votary assails the members of another 
sect. All this is helpful to the* cause of Pree- 
t bought for discussion must impel a man to think, 
and thinking breeds revolt against orthodox forms. 

-Moved by an overweening desire to exall one 
sect above another the adherents of each have re- 
sorted to methods that excite suspicion. The mo- 
ment Nationalism, as against them all, compels a 
retreat a new fortification is thrown up to onOSCr 
age the weaklings to hold together in an effort at 
resistance toward further onslaughts. But when 
internal dissension crops out the march forward is 
made comparatively eas 

The Blade has been accorded the privilege of 
perusing some advance criticisms of an essay writ 
ten by an alleged ,Mouotheist which is entitled. 
"Some Trinitarian forgeries." It is a severe at 
tack on all trinitarian believers and advocates and 
charges them with printing and circulating forged 
texts as though they were genuine passages from 

the Bible. The passages referred to are those gen 

erally quoted in support of the doctrine of the 
trinity. Doubtless, the evangelical churches will 
resent this assault on one of their fundamental 
tenets. 

The author charges them with forgery of scrip- 
tures, that is, either with forging scriptures, or cir- 
dilating scriptures which they know to be forger- 
ies. He predicts, and it is probable of fulfillment, 
that the church will lose its hold upon the mnssnn 
unless it reurns to ordinary honesty w ith respect to I 
its sacred writings. One passage reads thus: — 



at the 
county 

byword and a reproach, but marriages will con- 
tinue lo be mads in "heaven" and UnnUUgj ii- 
Sioux Falls ami Chicago. Were it otherwise tl use 
eminent lawyers who have done so much to enrich 
the criminal court! of the country might hav, to 

gO out of business. 

What the silk-gowned, legal experts at Washing- 
ton mean must remain a mere conjecture until 
some practical test is made. If it holds good then, 
it is estimated, that in America fully 10,000 chil- 
dren, born of parents who occupy high social sta- 
tions, will be made illegitimate, by overthrowing 
the legal status of their parents. Even tin- Efforts 
.d' Elijah Dowit or the .Mormon Elder. Reed 
Smoot. for the purity of the home pals into in- 
significance by the side of such a far reaching 



religious worship went down with the temples of 
Mammon. It is but another evidence of the iner- 
rancy of natural law in that an earthquake turns 
not aside from a crowded city to spend its force 
upon an unpopulated plain. If its causation lies in 
the blind force of nature, the rationalist cm under- 
stand it. but if it be the act of a superior befog he 
must be a monster destitute of mercy. 

• • • • • 

A REVEREND BLATHERSKITE 

The fooDtiUer is wanted in Oklahoma City, un- 
less it so happens that by the time this is in print 
his quarry has escaped. 

Report has readied Ibis oflSof containing news- 
paper accounts of one "I' a series of sermons deliv- 
ered by one Rev. Dr. Henry Alford Porter, of God 

knows where and from Cod knows what. His chief 
aim appears to w in wa ges and grub and to obtain 
idle praise by empty plausibilities, lie is aspiring 
to ride the topmost crest, not of a tempestuous 
ocean which tries the heart of oak and the hand 
Of iron, but of a pitiful sectarian goose-pond. His 
heart appears to be as dead as a salt herring and 

he evidently lives on Brummegem. 
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For the past few years doleful jeremiads have 
been uttered anent the divorce evil. It has been 
Urged that the current divorce laws are imperilling 
tin' morals of the American people, sapping away 
the foundations of the home. Those forget that u d- 
lock is holy only wherein true love and respect mu- 
tually exist. Such unions do not need to be rein- 



forced by stri. 



I for they 



thing more than a mere civil contract. The foolish 
philosophers who seek to elevate public morals by 
repressing legal separation consider a lax divorce 
law to be the cause rather than the result of mari- 
tal misery. This misery cannot be decreased by 
denying it relief through supreme court 's decis- 
ions. These eminent judges appear to have been 
pounding vigorously at the shadow and never 
touching He- substance. Virtue and happiness come 
not by law. All the laws ever enacted cannot pre- 
vent mistakes in marriage. 

That serious mistakes have been made is a mat- 
ter of common public knowledge. When such con- 
ditions appear tin- two most affected thereby are 
the only persons on earth competent to judge the 
course they ought to pursue. Having, in the 
first place, contracted to make each other happy, 
and both appear willing to annul that contract, it 
is prima facie evidence that the terms of the con- 
tract have not been complied with, or fulfilled, and 
it should be regarded as void. When husband and 

wife no longer love, each other, happiness . . nnot 
abide in that home. When this stage is reached it 

means they must cither sutler in silence or - pal- 
ate. Winch is the better plan: Let the learned 

judges of tie- supreme court make answer. 

TORREY MAKES HIS GOD A MONSTER. 

"The fearful earthquake ami lire in the far west- 
ern city is a visitation from Hod on account of its 

wickedness, and may prove a blessing in disguise, 
Owing to its wickedness San Francisco has been 
on the hearts of Mr. Alexander and myself these 



ut if all were patterned after this relic 
uard. there would be small hope for tb 
n aching void concealed about his ays 
Dg from the temper of his assaults upon those who 
decline bis Biblical tOttUnyrOt lie must have been 
educated in a mule-pen and dismissed without so 
much as a diploma. Withal be boasts of instruct- 
ing the masses in the profound mysteries of the 
Almighty, serves Cod for the long green, and 
makes the church the vestibule to hell, instead of 
1 he gateWSJ paradise. 

In the report given of the sermon preached by 
him in the opera bouse of the city referred to, he 
Marts out with the text, "The fool hath said in bis 
heart there is no Cod," but this hired missionary 
-oes .aid blabs it right out. He complains that 

Paine and his "Age of lies son," are forgotten un- 
mindful of the fact that every year Paine memor- 
ial- services are held that are attended by thous- 
ands while the "Age of Reason" enjoys a greater 
and better sale than ever. The fact that Paine is not 
forgotten and that the "Age of Reason" is not 
'dead matter, is evidenced by his own references to 
them. Somehoy this reverend blatherskite, who 
seems to be vicing with Sam Jones for a ( heap re- 
putation, reminds one id' Thomas Paine. Not that 
he is like him, but because he is'nt. Instead of 
preaching, he ought to be drawing a fat bacon rind 

I le must ;i 

1 histor 

backwards, and to tread with him, to folli 
footsteps would lead back to barbarism. 

This religion! mountebank next asserts that "In- 
gersoll Is so dead that only God can raise him up. 
Moody is alive in the hearts of millions for be. 
I though dead. y,-t speaketh. " Ingersoll — Moody ! 
What comparisons are here! The former a brave 
and fearless pilot who rode through stress and 
storm to guide tb,- great ship of humanity safely 
past tie- rocks of religious dogma, the other a mere 
fly apeak on a page in life's great book. It is this 
differentiation that induces haired in the hearts 

of religious enthusiasts, The wish that [ngersoll 

Would become forgotten is lather to their thought. 
.Inst ,,s the name of Fame is in, I issol u bly linked 

with the histor} of the revolution which brought 
American independence so is the name ,,f Ingersoll. 

1 upon the literature of the declining 



EPISCOPAL HERESY TRIAL. 

Kor twenty-five yean, or more, there has been 

no proceeding in the Protestant Bptseopal church 

that baa attracted such w idespread attention as the 

pending trial of Bar. Algernon Sidney Crapsey at 
Batavia, X. Y.. on eharges of heresy. The trial is 

to assume formidable proportions as Chief Justice 

John H. stinness, of the Supreme Court of Rhode 
Island, has been retained to assist in the prosecu- 
tion of Dr. Crapsey. and the Kev. Dr. Prances J. 
Hall, one of the leading professors in the Western 

Theological Seminary, of Chicago, has been asked 

to be pre ent to assist the prosecution on delicate 

Dr. CTH] .e.v is accused formally of violating his 
ordination vows in holding and teaching view? 

ttrary to the doctrines of the Episcopal church. 

These soneern the miraculous birth of .lesus Christ. 

as well is His Ascension anil His real divinity, 
in fact, about all thai has been held true of 
Christ's origin and nature by all branches of the 
Church Catholic, that is, the Roman, the Greek 
and the Anglican. 

The question is whether a clergyman in the Epis- 
copal Church can remain in the fold and deny in 
its pulpits the great central tenets of the church, 
in addition to denying the Virgfo birth Of Christ 
he repudiates belief in the inspiration of the 

Scriptures of the eld and New Testament* In 

Mini he reflect* lewhal the opinions of various 

other "broad church" clergymen in the Episcopal 

Church who are in sympathy with what is called 

the sea utiflc criticism of the Bible. 

In 1904 and 1905 Dr. Crapsey delivered a series 
of sermons. These were afterward published, un- 
der his authority, under the title, Religion and 
Polities. The presentment against him contains 
fifteen extracts from this book, which are the basis 
for the charge that, he intentionally expressed 
disbelief in these doctrines of the church t The Di- 
vinity of Christ, the Concept ion by the Holy Ghost, 



the Virgin Birth, the bodily Resurrection and the 
Trinity. 

A second specification, under this first charge is 
that he made utterances of a like nature as recent- 
ly as December :il last with the same intent to 
deny the same doctrines, as enunciated in the 

Apostles' and Nicene Cr Is 

The second and last charge in tb,- presentment 
that Dr. Crapsey violated his ordination vows 



doctrine, discipline 
Episcopal Church, 
n of the first charge 

mi in his December 



latural sou of a carpen- 



by failing I 

and worship of the Protest! 

Under the second speciflcat 
the utterances attributed to 

sermon are these : 

First: — " Jesus was born id' parents belonging to 
the middle class." 

Second: -"He was born of a simple father and 
mother." 

Third .— 
ter. ' ' 

Fourth: "The fact that the early Christians 
predicted a miraculous birth to Christ was to h« 
regarded as one of the greatest misfortunes that 
had ever befallen mankind." 

it is a rather significant fact that the truth or 

amity of the church's doctrines is not to be argued 
jat the trial. The side question is whether the things 
ii Tl; " , " t J)r ( '''l'^ said are contrary to those doc- 
ines ami did be so intend them to be. 
It is understood that Dr. 



bold that 



rspaey S defense will 

tder a liberal interpretation of the 

creed he has not contradicted Us doctrine. If he is 
found guilty of intentional denial of the tenets 
there is but one punishment- dismissal from the 
church. 
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But why do the clergy so intensely hale both Paine 
ami [ngersoll Pains wrote the charter of Amer 

iean freedom upon the I k of ( orn wal I is ' buccan- 
eers with a bayonet, while ins pen of lire made in- 
dependence Imperative, it was the brain of Paine 
that precipitated the conflict, for he flung the 

gage of battle full in Brilians' haughty face. 



THE MAGICAL GOOD FRIDAY. 

Disagreeing with the Blade anent its expressed 

• v.s on the K,,st, r Festival, a Kentucky corres- 
pondent insists there is nothing wrong with Good 
Pridaj and Faster Sunday as boil, are determined 

from the f--ast oi the Passover in accordance with 
tb, Jewish calendar. 

The Blade will grant that the suggested "ac- 
cordance" 1 is true in everj particular but this does 
crucified" and "Christ Risen" 



"The law of God is that he is one; but you BUS- clear thinking and 
tain forgeries to Scripture to prove your creeds 
that say that he is three. And yet you lament the 

paralysis of the church. You poison the river of 

life, by pouring into it the muddy waters of trithc- 
isni, which you drew from tin- sewers of polythe- 
ism, and vet you wonder that the people who are 
practical.* who build, who toil, who makes things, 
ami who thus must in the very substance of their 
nature be true, do not drink the fouled stream." 
Such Briticisms could have been made by any 

freethinker, but this attack, coming from one who, 

admits of a belief in the truth of the Bible, confess 

ed to a high degree of personal character among 



hope that our criticism is not 
is press dispatches, as in the 
el we an- prone to ask if feli- 
igotism could go much father 
than in the above quotation 1 Is it not a cool as- 
sumption that Almighty Cod. in order to relieve 
Messrs Torrey and Alexander of a great burden, 
and some cash, lias knowingly slaughtered beauti- 
i. strong men. and even tortured inno- 
ij As the Rlade has previously hinted, 
iome clergymen and evangelists who are 



, but these are not of that 
class, which make noise like unto Torrey. It may 
be that he has no other motive in view save that of 
getting for a brief and fleeting moment into the 

spotlight occasioned by one of the greatest trage- 
dies of modern times. Jt is through such rapid 
inoutfogs that the cloth is brought into ridicule 

Reading between the lines we are led to assume 
that Torrey had eontemp 

I kets of the people in that slriid.cn city. God 

Almighty has prevented the raid. They should 
have understood each other better, or perhaps Tor- 
rey has postponed making a report to God of his 



of Dr. 



orthodox people, will do more to undermine the designs against San Francisco. Dad Cod been 

church and make for the ad valieeineiil of Free- properlj apprised of Torrey 's wishes, he sJH 

thought than if uttered by an avowed Freethinker, have waited until Torrey had been given a ehalnce 

It is the efferv neence of the spirit of unrest with- at the Fuse,, Oath-pots, before commencing bis i slf- 



On the other ban, I [ngersoll charged full tilt at 
mythical miracles and exposed the foolish visions 
and idle dreams of little men. He dug up the mis- 
takes of theological do-mutism and brought them 
into that pure light in which all religious faiths 
were shown to lie essentially one and the same. 
For this he earned the enmity id' those wdio too oft- 
en mistake a tired feeling for a call to preach. 

So it la that the "Docktah" who prescribes pills 

of faith for a suffering people, exploits his "scrip 

rural evidences, gleaned fro 

of ancient Egypt and th, hoary rubbish 
Una The Blade knows absolutely nothinu 
Porter, except what it has read about him in out 

newspaper report, but that is sufficient for us t, 

pass judgment upon him. II,- belongs in the same 

eategorj with that crowd of God intoxicated Emu 

ties, who demanded Hie crucifixion of Christ. \'ay. 
even in this u ,- do the ancients an injustice. I >r 
Palter owns a heart deeper and blacker than they, 
for they made war upon the living, but he flings 
his cruel calumnies at the dead. Kvell Judas Is 
eariot was paid for his alleged crime, but this man. 
if it be lawful to call him a man with the brain of 
a btUSerd and the heart of a hyena, is worse than 
the Biblical apostate, for his malicious venom is 
hurled at the dead without money and without 
price. 

It is said that nOthfog Was created in vain, but 
honest men are inclined to susped that the hand of 

Providence slipped when this fellov. was permit 
ted to put in an appearance. 



annual event of the 
er hand its close as- 
gG far toward prov- 
an invention, a mere 
Christian calendar, 



because the Passe 

•lewish calendar. On the 
soeiation with .Jewish CUS 
ing that the entire plot is 
myth According to thi 

called, Christ is made lo die in .March one year,' and 
author year in April. Pushed to a conclusion both 
th, Passover of the .lews and the Easter of the 

Christians will be found to be a borrowed Pagan 

festival, now made defendant npon certain phases 

of the moon. The precise date each year is deter- 
minable only by a lunar event while the reason id' 
He festival is found in the glad, universal acclaim 

for a returning spring, the fecund season of the 
year throughout all nature This spring festival is 
older than Christianity, older in fad than the Pa- 
ganism from which it was mi diatdv taken and 

the mummified cats ,„„_, \ H . f„ llll( | t() |,. 1V( . existed upon the Nile and 
lieed by the Sun worshippers in pre-historic 
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\ ice, but it cannot drive love 
hearts of men with a sledge hammer. .Mankind 
needs more charity and less dogmatism: a recog- 
nition of the right of every sentient creature 
to its own opinion-, g confession of fad that the 
wisest in the ranks of theology is but groping to- 

A'l ids the light and may misi rpret the 10 called 

divine message. The day inevitably comes when 

meu weary of a presumptuous md cruel master 

and then it is they rise in revolt. 



• « 



< the 



e ever been false shap, 
das [seariots, but according to its 
he christian system caps the climax 

and profligacy. 
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